THE EASTERN QUESTION

war and neutrality of Europe had enabled her to take possession
of Turkey, and the reluctance of Europe to contest her conquest
by force of arms would enable Russia to remain in possession for
the time being.

The weakness of the Tsar, and the age of Prince Gorchakov
had enabled General Ignatyev (of whom he spoke in terms of
hatred and contempt) to take the negotiations with Turkey out
of the hands of the Government at St. Petersburg into his own
hands at Adrianople.

Elated by their success the Muscovite and military party who
backed up General Ignatyev's policy thought themselves strong
enough if necessary to risk a farther conflict with England and
Austria, and it was probably under the influence of that party
that Prince Gorchakov sought by various subterfuges to postpone
the meeting of the conference, with a secret hope of backing out
of it altogether.

But neither the Tsar nor Prince Gorchakov could for the
present exercise any control over General Ignatyev, the Grand
Duke Nicholas and the war party at Adrianople, who did what
they pleased.

The friendly instruction he, Prince Bismarck, had sent to
General von Schweinitz to urge upon the Russian Government
the wisdom of moderation and the necessity of an early meeting
of the conference had met, to his surprise and displeasure, with
an evasive, not to say an impertinent answer on the part of his old
friend Gorchakov, which was a clear proof that the influence of
the war party was increasing at St Petersburg and that the
possibility of dispensing with the conference was in contempla-
tion.

Regarding Austria, Prince Bismarck said that he did not think
Count Andrassy could count on the support of his imperial
master if he proposed to add war to the difficulties Austria
already had to contend with.

The Hungarian element in the empire might urge Count
Andrassy, the Magyar, into action, but the Slav element would
restrain the Emperor from interfering with their national
aspirations or, in other words, the Emperor of Austria could not
allow the King of Hungary and the King of Kroatia to go to war
with each other without danger to the empire. Besides which,
other influences were at work. The Arch-Duke Albrecht and the
Slav leaders, the German subjects and advisers of H.M. and the
private letters from the imperial allies would combine to
recommend a compromise in preference to a rupture to the
Emperor's mind, who would gradually be persuaded that an